Circular No. 9. _ 
2,000, July, 1908. 
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To Boards of ‘Trustees and the Principals of High and Continuation 
Schools and Collegiate Institutes. 


APPROVED SCHOOLS. 


The scheme of ‘‘Approved Schools’’ will go into full operation in 
September. It will, accordingly, be expedient for the Principals of High 
and Continuation Schools and Collegiate Institutes to consider carefully 
the conditions of approval as outlined in Circular 19 (October, 1907), and 
amplified in Circular 12 (January, 1908). Special attention is now called 
to the most important requirements of the scheme, and some directions 
are given with a view of aiding the Inspectors and the Principals in mak- 
_ing it effective : 

(1) The Accommodations of the school, especially the laboratory 
provision for the teaching of Science, shall be both adequate and suit- 
able. 


(2) The Equipment shall be at least the minimum prescribed in Regu- 
lation 30, (3), and Regulation 34, for new High Schools; that is, for 
Library, $300; for Scientific Apparatus, $300; for Maps, Charts, and 
Globes, $50; for Art Models, $50. 

(3) The staff, which shall consist of at least two members, shall be 
duly qualified and competent to teach the subjects under their charge. 
In particular, the teachers in charge of the Reading, Writing, Spelling, 
Book-keeping and Business Papers, Art, Biology, Geography, English 


Grammar, and Arithmetic and Mensuration of the Lower School, shall,4~ 


be so adjudged by the Inspector. 

(4) The organization of the whole school shall meet the demands of 
the Regulations and the necessities of the situation. Schools in which 
any of the Forms are so large as to interfere with the efficiency of the 
teaching, shall not be approved. While suitable subjects may receive 
more stress at one time than at another, .the system of ‘“‘inter- 
mitting’’ should not be practised in the case of any of the nine 
subjects enumerated in (3) immediately preceding. In Art and Science, 
in particular, a proper sequence should be observed in taking up the 
details, and pupils who are promoted during the school year should have 
an opportunity of completing the parts of the courses they may have 
omitted. 


In order to reduce the pressure in the Lower School, Reg. 40 (2), 
p. 9, of Circular No. 19, Oct., 1907, is now modified as follows : 


The minimum time prescribed for Elementary Science shall be :— 


(a) For Biology, a lesson in each year of the Lower School, of thirty 
minutes every day during the months of September and October and from 
the beginning of April to the end of June; or the equivalent thereof. 
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(b) For Physics and Chemistry, a lesson, in each year of the Lower 
School, of thirty minutes three times a week, or the equivalent thereof, 
during: the rest of the school year. 


(5) The courses in Botany, Zoology, Physics, and Chemistry shall, 
be taken up practically throughout. A recent investigation among the 
prospective teachers in the Faculties of Education and the Normal Schools 
has revealed an unsatisfactory condition of affairs in the matter of practi- 
cal work in Science done by the pupils, especially in Physics, in 
all the forms of a very large number of the High and Continuation 
Schools and Collegiate Institutes of the Province. Regulation 2 (2), 
(b) of Circular 19, Oct., 1907, provides that the official form of applica- 
tion for admission to the Entrance Examination of any of the professional 
training schools shall include a certificate signed by the Principal that the 
candidate has taken up practically the course in Science. It is the duty 
of each School Board to provide adequate equipment and accommodations 
and of the Science Master to comply with the foregoing requirements. 
Without these, the Principal cannot give the certificate. 

(6) The pupils’ work in Art, Science, and Book-keeping shall be 
satisfactory. The complete Exhibits of the school year (September to 
June) in these subjects should be collected by the Principal and held for 
the Inspector’s examination and rating. The pupils’ work of the cur- 
rent year should also be ready for separate inspection. In Art and 
Science all Exhibits should indicate by an intelligible system of dating, 
when the work was done; and the sheets submitted for examination 
should, as far as possible, be arranged in the order in which the work 
was accomplished. Care should be taken to keep separate the first year 
work and the second year work of each pupil. 


(7) Special attention should be given to Reading and Writing. 


There is unfortunately good ground for believing that, under the 
examination system, these subjects have not hitherto received the atten- 
tion their importance demands. 

j Regulation 40, (1), should be closely followed : 

w- The average minimum amount of time to be devoted each week to 
Reading shall be two lessons of thirty minutes each for two years in the 
Lower School, the average number of pupils in each class being not more 
than twenty-five and the time being increased or diminished when the 
average in the class is greater or less than twenty-five. Reading shall 
also be taken up systematically in connection with English literature. 

Regulation 39, (4), with respect to the obligatory status of Writing 
(as separate from Book-keeping), should also be closely followed, proper 
methods of instruction should be observed; and the work should be con- 
tinued throughout the first year or until the pupils have acquired a grace- 
ful legible business hand. 


As to Spelling : The Principal should by adequate tests determine to 
what extent special instruction may be necessary. 

(8) As the work of inspection during the past year has revealed 
in a large number of schools grave deficiencies in one or more of the 
requirements outlined above, the Principal should in September organize 
classes for those pupils of the Middle School who may not have thoroughly 
completed the courses prescribed in Regulation 6 (Circular 19). Here 
the Principal may be reminded that the transference to the Normal 
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Schools of the Special Middle School Courses for Teachers in the subjects 
of English Grammar and Arithmetic and Mensuration will make it possi- 
ble for him to supplement deficiencies in Lower School subjects. 

(9) Hereafter pupils who enter Approved Schools from Non-approved 
Schools should not receive standing in the Approved School on the basis 
of their former standing in the Non-approved School. The Principal of 
the Approved School should require such pupils to pursue under his super- 
vision .the full Lower School Course in the enumerated subjects unless 
after investigation and examination he firfds in exceptional individual cases 
that credit may safely be given for work in the Non-approved School. 


(10) It must be clearly understood that the Departmental approval 
of a School gives neither approval nor standing to any of its pupils. The 
Principal of an Approved School is the sole arbiter of the standing of 
individual pupils. It is not necessary that the privileges conferred by the 
Departmental approval should be acted upon. It is, however, necessary 
that, if they are acted upon, the Principal shall take the responsibility of 
recommending individual pupils under the Approved School System. The 
Principal’s responsibility may, however, be rendered less irksome, if, 
as occasion may arise, he reports backward or careless pupils to their 
parents or guardians, who also have an important responsibility in any 
scheme of education. 


PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 


On application to the Deputy Minister of Education, Private Schools 
may be approved if, on inspection, they comply fully with the conditions 
set forth above and in Circular 12, Jan., 1908, and Circular 19, Oct., 
1907, for High and Continuation Schools and Collegiate Institutes. [*or 
the school year of 1908 to 1909, such reasonable consideration will be 
shown these schools as is not inconsistent with the efficient working of 
the scheme. A fee of $25, payable in advance, will be.charged for 
inspection; but, in the case of approval, the fee will be returned. 


HIGH SCHOOL INSPECTION. 


For over twenty years the work of High School inspection has been 
carried on by two officers, although, during that period, the number of 
pupils and of teachers has more than doubled. In.order to increase the 
efficiency of the work, a third Inspector has just been appointed. With 
three Inspectors, not only can more time be given to the ordinary work 
of inspection, but the Inspectors will be able to examine classes, 
especially the classes which come directly under the Approved School 
Scheme. The policy of the Education Department is to reduce the evils 
that accompany any examination system and to increase the influence of 
the Teacher and the Inspector. In the administration of the system, 
just and reasonable consideration will be shown where such consider- 
ation is expedient; but it should be clearly understood that the allow- 
ances which were made during the last school year will not be continued, 
and that Regulations which have been made for the advancement of 
education will now be duly enforced. 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, 
August, 1908. 


